Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

[Paragraph 9 of the Declaration of Principles, that we are about to adopt, speaks about the importance of youth and their empowerment as decision makers, among other things. But how many youth are actually involved in making decisions at WSIS? Please raise your hand if you are younger than 25 years of age.]

Ladies and gentlemen, the world we live in is not fair at this moment. Some of us benefit daily from the empowering force of ICTs while others, to whom simple communication could mean the difference between life and death, hope and downheartedness, a sparkling future and stagnation do not have access to relevant forms of ICTs.

This however is not our destiny. Young people from all over the world have united and urge you to join them in building the fundamentals for the digital bridge. 

We stand here to represent the youth of the world, who gathered here in Geneva for the Telecom World 2003 Youth Forum, an impressive and unique event organized by the ITU to bring together young people from its 189 member states. We will highlight the most pertinent issues. 

Education should play a crucial role in the life off all people. ICTs should be an integral part of today’s education, for empowering young people and providing them with the necessary skills for using ICTs in their lives and for adapting the ICTs to the ever changing individual needs and future contexts.

We would like to draw attention to the problem of those who have been educated in foreign countries, for example through scholarships, and do not return to their home countries to share their knowledge and skills. An attractive environment should be created for them to return and share their knowledge and experience in order to prevent this form of brain drain and to overcome the digital divide in their country.

Furthermore, local people of developing countries should be made aware that they are the ones to provide solutions to overcome the technological challenges they face. They should be made confident in this knowledge through inspiration from their leaders.  Therefore governments should involve the youth in their decision making process and take the input of the youth seriously. We implore you, leaders, heads of states, to recognize and fully support the youth who represented your country at Telecom World 2003. 

And, considering the success of previous regional Youth Forums in Africa and Asia and the Youth Forum at Telecom World 2003, we believe that it is necessary and highly valuable to continue those initiatives already established by the ITU. 

With the passage of time an opportunity lost is lost forever. We, as youth should refresh our minds, seize our ideas and make a difference. We hope our voices will be heard and the Youth Declaration adopted at Telecom World 2003 will be accepted as a sign of commitment and we sincerely ask all players present here today to really implement the WSIS Action Plan.

Actions, not words, how wonderful our lives will be if we all play our part.

